
Minutes of a Meeting of the Mid Sussex District Council Liquor 
Licensing Panel held on Wednesday 22 March 2017 

from 10.00 a.m. to 12.34 p.m. 
 
Present: Councillors:  Peter Reed (Chairman) 
 Bruce Forbes 
 Ginny Heard 
Officers in attendance: Franca Currall, Solicitor to the Panel   
  Paul Thornton, Senior Licensing Officer 
 
Also in attendance: Chris Wheelan (Applicant) 
  Thomas O’Maoileoin (The Solicitor to the Applicant) 
    Julie Shephard (Designated Premises Supervisor) 
  Alistair Friend (Interested Party) 
  Jill Sayers (Interested Party) 
   
 
LS.1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

None. 
 

LS.2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 None. 
 
LS.3 APPLICATION FOR THE GRANT OF A PREMISES LICENCE – LINDFIELD 

COFFEE WORKS, UNIT 2, 70 HIGH STREET, LINDFIELD, RH16 2HL. 
 
 Introduction and outline of the report 
 
 The Senior Licensing Officer introduced the application as outlined in the report. The 

Premises originally opened in December 2016 and is looking to diversify. He advised 
Members that representations from two local residents have been included in the 
report; however some comments are irrelevant in relation to the provisions of the 
Licensing Act and should be disregarded. Representations regarding public nuisance 
are relevant. 

 
 He advised Members that retrospective planning permission is being sought 

regarding the change of use of the property, but this is for information only and does 
not have any bearing on any licensing decision. Furthermore, the address is shown 
as 70 High Street Linfield, which is the address on all leasehold documentation 
supplied to the applicants, and steps are being taken to change the postal address 
with the Council’s street naming and numbering team. 

 
 Submission by the Applicant 
 

Thomas O’Maoileoin, Solicitor for the Applicant introduced the application. 

He informed the Panel that there has been an amendment to the application altering 

the alcohol licence to end at 23:00 hours instead of the previous 23:30 hours. This 

will mean that final sales will be at 23:00 in the anticipation of the premises closing at 

23:30 hours. 

The Chairman agreed this is more logical. 



Mr O’Maoileoin informed Members that the owner and designated premises 

supervisor have both passed the Licensing course. 

He advised Members that the business aims to supply local hotels with the sale of 

alcohol and offer wine and alcohol pairings with meals. Alcohol sales off premises will 

be of local craft spirits and sparkling wines. Any large events will be pre-booked and 

ticketed. 

The patio will be closed at 22:00 hours and will be cleared of all customers. The patio 

will have four tables with four chairs, and will have a maximum capacity of 25 people, 

including those standing. He noted that the patio area will be easy for the premises to 

supervise as the till area directly overlooks it and waitresses will always supervise it. 

Furthermore, there is a small wall which separates the patio from the highway, which 

will prevent patrons from standing in the road  

Mr O’Maoileoin informed the Panel that it is not the Applicant’s intention to ignore the 

concerns of residents. The Applicants are happy to make available a telephone 

number of the duty manager. There is a pre-condition of no speakers on the terrace 

and deliveries will only be during daytime hours. The Chairman informed the Panel 

that delivery and waste matters are a planning not licensing matter. 

The Chairman asked whether all off-licence sales will be in sealed containers, and 

whether there will be a notice in place in the patio stating that drinks cannot be 

consumed off-site and how this will be policed. 

Mr O’Maoileoin confirmed that all off premises sales will be in sealed containers as 

outlined in the original operation schedule. The patio area will be constantly 

supervised and the tables outside will have a waitress service. There is a clear line of 

sight from the till to the patio. 

The Chairman asked how staff will be trained to deal with customers and what the 

premises smoking policy will be. 

Mr O’Maoileoin stated that smoking will not be encouraged and will be limited to a 

small part of the patio area.  

Julie Shephard, Interested Party, asked how this smoking policy will be enforced. 

Mr O’Maoileoin advised that once customers have finished smoking they will be 

encouraged back inside by staff. 

Paul Thornton, Senior Licensing Officer advised that smoking policy falls under 

separate legislation and would be permitted in the patio area as this is an open area 

without a roof. A Member agreed that a designated smoking area is preferred as 

otherwise smokers would be forced onto the street. 

Mr O’Maoileoin highlighted that the licence will not cover the area beyond the patio. 

The Chairman sought clarification on the times food will be served. 

Mr O’Maoileoin replied that the premises will not be a restaurant, and the same menu 

will be available throughout the day to accompany alcoholic drinks and coffee. 



Submission by Interested Parties  
 
 Ms. Sayers, Interested Party, raised concerns as outlined in the representations in 

the Panel report; she stated the site is on a quiet road which is single tracked and 
away from the noise of the high street and would be unsuitable. 

 
 She informed Members that residents believe it will become a bar by night and will 

sell predominately alcohol and therefore noisy. She presented to Members a map of 
a birds-eye view of the site to show how close it is its neighbours. 

 
 A Member noted that there are seven properties near the premises and not all have 

objected. 
 
 The Interested Party stated that only three residents have not objected. She stated a 

real concern is the noise which will be generated especially from the patio area. She 
enquired whether the building had been insulated from sound. 

 
 The Solicitor to the Panel, Franca Currall, advised the Panel that the premises has 

an insulated roof but not sound-proofing. 
 
 The Interested Party stated that even when the doors are closed it does not make 

much difference to the noise levels. The doors at the front of the premises are bi-fold 
doors which may be left open in the evening. 

 
 The Chairman noted there may be noise from the patio and sought reassurance on 

what will be done by the applicant to lessen the potential noise. 
 

Mr O’Maoileoin stated that the patio will be closed at 22:00 hours, and that if the 
premises licence is granted that it adds a layer of protection to residents as it will be 
with enforceable conditions, whereas currently the patio can be used lawfully for any 
means.  

 
 Ms. Sayers stated that the premises will not be as busy in the evenings if it did not 

serve alcohol. 
 
 The Chairman asked whether there had been complaints made in the past, or any 

history of trouble at the premises. 
 
 Ms. Sayers replied that there has never been complaints as the premises currently 

operates in the day-time only and it is the night-time operation that residents are 
concerned most about. She stated that more residents did not complain as they 
thought alcohol would only be served in the daytime. 

 
 As there were no more questions the Chairman announced that the Panel would 

break to consider their decision. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 11.00 a.m. to consider the application and 
reconvened at 11.34 a.m. for the Panel to deliver their decision 

 
 The Chairman announced that the Panel would grant the application. The Chairman 

emphasised the requirement to adhere to these conditions and that if they were 
breached, the Premises Licence could be brought back to the Panel for review. 

 
 RESOLVED 
 



The application for a Premises Licence be approved, subject to the following 
conditions: 

1. The premises will operate an age verification policy set at a minimum of 25 years, 
whereby any person attempting to buy alcohol who appears to be under 25 will be 
asked for photographic ID to prove their age. Signage advertising the policy will be 
displayed at the point of sale as a minimum. 

2. All staff members engaged, or to be engaged, in selling alcohol on the premises shall 
receive full training pertinent to the Licensing Act, specifically in regard age-restricted 
sales, and the refusal of sales to persons believed to be under the influence of 
alcohol or drugs prior to engaging in any sales. All restricted sales training 
undertaken by staff members shall be fully documented and signed by the employee 
and the DPS.  All training records shall be made immediately available upon request 
to the Local Authority Licensing Officers and Sussex Police Officers or Licensing staff 

3. All alcohol sold for consumption off the premises will only be sold in sealed 
containers. 

4. No consumption of alcohol will take place in the outside patio area beyond 2200 hrs. 

5. No amplifying speakers outside on patio area. 

6. The phone number for the duty manager will be made available to local residents 
during the hours the premises are open for licensable activities. 

7. Notices will be displayed in a prominent position at the premises, requesting patrons 
to be respectful of neighbours when using and leaving the premises.  

8. Windows and doors will be kept closed after 2200 hours except for access and 
egress through the main door. 

 

The Chairman announced that the Decision Letter would be prepared and sent within 
the next five working days and informed the Panel that all parties including the 
Interested Parties had the right to appeal against the decision and any appeal must 
be made within 21 days of the receipt of this Letter. Any appeal must be made to 
Brighton Magistrates Court. 

 
 
 
 

Chairman. 

 


